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JUNE , DOR ‘NEWSLETTER

Imagine my surprise and delight some days ago when I answered my phone and heard,
"Hi...this is Roger Terrill!"
parted ancestor, but a living descendant of Rogerl who was as thrilled as I that
we found each other.....Roger Terrill and DOR. Our Roger is just one of the many
new members who have joined our ranks since our last newsletter. DOR now has 66
members and is receiving new inquiries at a steady pace. Welcome to all of our

new ‘DOR boosters.

It turned out not to be the ghost of our long de-

I hope all of you received the change of address notice for DOR. A business move

to the Rockford, Illinois area has been an "unsettling" time for me, and has also
been the main reason the DOR newsletter has become a more manageable quarterly is-
sue, rather than the rather over-ambitious monthly I had initially attempted. It
has been a busy time for DOR and it is gratifying to know that we are reaching and
sharing with many other "cousins" our rich and interesting Terrill family history.

THE FOUNDING FAMILIES DAY REUNION in Milford on July 8 and 9 is fast approaching,

and many of you have reported that you plan to attend. WONDERFUL! In the meantime,
further contributions for the Memorial Bridge project were received from Jeanne
McKinley, Dency J. Terrill, Roger Porter Terrill and Paul M. Terrill. The use of
all of your contributions has been changed somewhat. This will be explained fully

in the newsletter.

We seem to be getting_ somewhere on 'I'nc;mas2 and his wives, but still not making fast
progress on our Roge.rl, although Bert Tyrrell of The Tyrrell Family History Society
in England has devoted much of his time to this project for us trying to verify
records and facts that were uncovered and recorded many years ago. This is a slow
and tedious process and we are lucky indeed to have the help of such a competent
and dedicated researcher as Bert. By way of thanks, DOR has forwarded to him a
small check in appreciation for his time, effort and expense on our behalf.

You will notice on the masthead the addition of several state Correspondents. These
additions to our research team give us a good base to draw on as we proceed to search

out Roger' sl descendants.

Thanks to all of you for volunteering to help.

Paul and Gloria Terrill and Herman Weiland have sent a wealth of research material
from their local libraries to add to the DOR research bank. Such additions are in-
valuable and are a great service to the membership. You have our appreciation.

It :!.s wonderful to see so many interested in and helping to preserve their Tefriil
family history. ILet's continue to leave our footprints in the sand of time.

Nancy Tyrrel Theodore

743 Tulip Lane - Rockford, Illinois 61107



MORE QN THOMAS 2 AND HIS WIVES

One thing that is always a source of concern and frustration when doing family re-

search is "the printed word." Of course, just because saomething is printed doesn't
make it correct, although just by the fact of being printed it takes on authority.

Such is the case with Thomas“ and his wives. We have located a source for the in-

formation on the wives, but original source documentation is missing. This infor-

mation comes from the History of Union County, New Jersey 1664-1923 by A. Van Doren
Honeyman, Volume I. In the biographical section, page 45, is the following:

"THOMAS TERRILL - The founder of the branch of the Terrill family in New
Jersey, which furnished the caption of this article, was Thomas Terrill,
who died in 1725. He married (first) Margaret Dayton, of Long Island;
married (second) Mary Hampton; died September, 1727. By first wife his
children were: I. Ephraim, of further mention. 2. Mary, wife of James
Silvers. By second wife his children were: I. John, died 1764. 2. Josiah,
died 1779. 3. Daniel, born June 10, 1707, died December 16, 1793, his
first wife was Catharine, daughter of Andrew Craig.

"Ephraim Terrill, eldest son of Thomas Terrill, was born in 1689, died
June 18, 1761. He married (first) Mary Hampton, born in 1687, died
May 3, 1733, daughter of Jonathan Hampton. He married (second) Phebe
, born in 1719, died June 24, 1762. Two children were born to
him. I. Ephraim, of further mention. 2. Isaac, died June,1783."

This information is, however, definitely encouraging. Perhaps another search of

the history documenting the bibliography might shed some light on the authenticity

of this work. Perhaps it would also contain the biography of the founder of the
Dayton family and the Hampton family which would give us further insight into Thomas™.

The history of the borough of Elizabeth explains that New Jersey, after thirty-five
years as an appendage of the province of New York, had obtained a position indepen-
dent of other provinces. A petition was prepared and circulated asking Governor
Morris, the first royal governor, to procure from His Majesty the King a charter

of incorporation for a town as a free town or borough. This petition was extensively
signed, and among the first names was Jonathan Hampton, a leading man of the town.
The charter was granted by George II, bearing date February 8, 1739-40. The western
boundary was the Passaic river from the mouth of Dead river to the Minisink Crossing,
and the territory was nearly coterminous with the present Union county. The south-
west section, however, included nearly the whole of the township of Warren, in Som-
erset county. It was to be known by the name of the Free Borough and Town of Elizabeth.

For the officials of the new borough, the charter appointed as chamberlain, Jonathan
Dayton_and as one of the collectors John Terrill, presumeably the first child of
Thomas? and his second wife, Mary Hampton. This history of Union county goes on to
add: "A former resident of Southold, ILong Island, Thomas Terrill, a blacksmith by
trade, bought of William Cramer August 19, 1696, a plot of land in Elizabethtown;

he died in 1725."

The New Jersey Biographical and Genealogical Notes from the New Jersey archives
by William Nelson, does state sources, and tells us: "Ephraim Terrill4 was born
in 1714; he was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1768; Deputy Mayor of Elizabeth-
town in 1774; took a pronounced stand in favor of the Colonies at the beginning
of the Revolution; died Aug. 13, 1786, in his 73rd year. Thomas Terrill, a black-
smith, who in 1675 had a considerable estate in Southold, L.I., bought of William




Cramer, August 19, 1696, a plot of land in Elizabethtown, and soon after removed
thither. He died in 1725. He was the ancestor of the Terrill family of that

town. Hatfield's Elizabeth, 272, 285, 410; Tombstone Inscriptions, Elizabeth

318-319; N.J. Archives, XVII, 503." Ephraim%was the son of Ephraim3, ThomasZ, Rogerl.

To further enlarge upon Eph.r:aj.m's‘;l "pronounced stand" during the Revolution, we

find in the History of Elizabeth, New Jersey by Rev. Edwin F. Hatfield, the follow-
ing: "The well known 'Boston Tea Party' took place, Dec. 16, 1773. The measure

was sustained by the whole population, with few exceptions....when tidings of the
passage of this vindictive Act reached this country, May 10, 1774, a furious flame
of hitherto-suppressed wrath burst forth, all over the land. Town-meetings were
called; whole counties assembled; the provinces met in Congress; and, with one heart
and voice, the American people determined to stand by the Bostonians in their con-
flict with Britich despotism. Nowhere was this spirit more fully developed than here
in this town. A noble body of patriots, headed by such men as William Livingston,
William Peartree Smith and Elias Boudinot, men of controling influence, were then
citizens of the borough, and in power. Stephen Crane, Esq., was the Major; Ephriam
Terrill, Deputy Mayor......At a formal meeting, held at the Court-House in Newark,

on Saturday, the llth of June, an admirable paper...was unanimously and heartily
adopted, urging the country to stand united and firm in their opposition to Parliament."

Perhaps the events in China these past days brings home even more forceably than ever
the bravery of our ancestors as they risked all to unyoke our country from tyramny.
Over and over again, the Terrills carried their load and played their part in this
great cause. Nicholas Murray tells us in his history of Elizabethtown, "Perhaps no
part of the provinces suffered so severely as the eastern part of New Jersey, during
the whole Revolutionary contest. This is owing to two causes; it lay adjacent to

the city of New York, and to Staten Island, which remained in the possession of the
enemy to the very last; and there were in it many tories, who did all they could to
annoy their patriotic fellow citizens. And although no battles were fought here,
like those of Princeton, Trenton or Monmouth, yet it was the scene of frequent skir-
mishes, and of constant petty annoyances, which kept the community in a constant state
of excitement." Dangerous times indeed.

Inscribed over the south door of St. Johns Church in Elizabeth, N. J. is, "First
service Novr 3d 1703," and among the inscriptions in the church yard are these:
'Here lies ye Body of Mary Wife of Ephraim Terrill died May ye 3 1733 in ye 49 year
of her age," and "Here lies ye Body off Josiah Terrill Son of Ephraim Terrill Junr
Who departed this life The 5 day of october 1766 in the 16th year of his age," and
Here lies the Body of ephraim terrill Who departed this liefe the 18 day of June
1761 in 72 yerai of his age," and lastly, "Here lies interr'd what was Mortal of
Ephraim Terrill Esq who departed this Life Augt ye 13th Ano Domini 1786 and in the
LXXIIT Year of his Age." They stand as memorials to our rich Terrill heritage.
* k% % % % k% k% k k% ¥ % k * * %

Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,

And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sand of time--
Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing o'er life's solemn main,
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.

From A Psalm of Life, by

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow




BETSEY . FE-R R abaln I

This is taken from The Genealogy of the Cleveland and Cleaveland Families compiled
by Edmund Janes Cleveland and Horace Gillette Cleveland, Hartford, 1899, Volume II,
page 1147: "Prentice ancestry: - 1 arms: PRENTICE; PRENTIS; PRENTISSE: Az. a chev.
betw, 3 roses ar . . . \Jﬁalentine1 from Nazing, co. Essex, Eng., came, 1631, prob.
with Eliot in the Lion, Roxbury, Mass., freem., Aug 7, 1632, m. Alice; John?, b.
Eng., New London, Conn., ship owner, m. lst Esther or Hester; Valentine~ b. 1680,
to Woodbury, Conn,, ab. 1700, enﬁign, May 12, 1737, of the North co. or trainband,
m. Abigail Walker™'; Christopher”, b. Apr. 13, 1726, m. Betsey Terrill”. bap. June
28,59 728 i

This "Betsey" 'I‘ergill is identified by Jacobus, TAG Vol. 25, p. 42 as "Betty,"
daughter of Roger~ (Roger®, Rogerl) . She was bapt. 23 June 1728; m. 18 May 1748,
Christopher Prentiss. Her mother Elizabeth Sherman. l’Ihis Salile Cleve]),and ref-
erence states regarding the Sherman ancestry: "Thomas™, Henry“, Henry , Edmund”,
Eng., m. 1611, Judeth Angiers, conject to be fath.of Edmund® from Dedham, Eng.,
Watertown, Mass., freem. May 25, 1636, clothier; Hon. Samuel6 (bro. of Rev. John),
Stratford, Wethersfield, after 1640, Stamford, Assist., 1662-4, in settlement of
Woodbury, 1672, m. in Eng. Sarah Mitchell, of W. Riding, of Yorkshire; Dea. John7,
b. Feb. 8, 1651, was disting.(sic) in Conn., speaker of the house, Assist., 1713-
23, m. Elizabeth; Elizabeth8 Sherman m. Roger Terrill."

k * % % % % % k% ¥ % % ¥ % %
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The following obituary was printed in the Crawford Journal, January 30, 1846 in
Meadville, PA:

"WARREN TERRILL. The subject of this sketch died on Wednesday, January 22,
1896, aged 76 years, 5 months and 22 days.

"He was the son of Thomas Terrill and was born at Elizabeth, N. J. At the

age of 3 years he moved with his parents to Linesville, Crawford county, PA.

On October 9, 1840, he married Diana O'Dell who proved a faithful companion

to him for nearly 56 years. They had born to them three sons--Albert, Albertus
and Lafayette, and two daughters--Mrs. Mary Pothoff, of Ohio, and Mrs. Nettie
Carey, of this place. Albert, the oldest son, was a soldier, taken prisoner
and confined in Andersonville prison where he starved to death and was buried
in the national cemetery at that place.

"For a number of years deceased worked at lumbering, either making lumber or
rafting it on Allegheny river. At the time the oil excitement broke out on
01l creek he owned and resided on a small farm close to Rouseville. After the
war he sold his property there and purchased a farm near this village.

"The deceased held the office of constable in Randolph township for several
years.

"About sixteen years ago, while on an official mission, he met with an accident
that greatly impaired his health since. He was thrown fram a buggy and sustained
an injury to his head from which he never recovered.

"For several years he had been a member of the M.E. church, and until his health
failed him he was a very active member. He was a very industrious person and
one much esteemed for his many kind and manly qualities. He was a great patroit



and loved his family and dealt kindly and justly toward his fellow man.

"He is survived by a widow, two sons and two daughters. His funeral took
place from the M.E. church on Saturday, January 25th, conducted by Rev.
Horace McKinney, and his remains interred in the Union cemetery.

"Following are some verses touching his death, composed by a friend:

"Farewell, dear father, sweet thy rest,
Weary with years and worn with pain;
Farewell till in some happy place

We shall behold they face again.

"Tis ours to miss thee all our years
And tender memories of thee keep;
Thine in the Lord to rest, for so
He giveth his beloved sleep."

This obituary was sent to_ DOR by new member, Eugene F. Throop of Saegertown, PA.
Perhaps one of our Thomas® descendant members can link this Warren up for us.

Eugene is a genealogical researcher specializing in Crawford County, PA where his
family has lived since 1797. He says "I have made indexes of a great many old
cemeteries and old newspapers which are very valuable in my research and especially
now that acid rain is destroying our old tembstones. My records are important to
me because I have found so often that records made by others are inaccurate."
Eugene does charge for his service and suggests you send a SASE with your inquiry
at which time he can advise you of his fee.

. S ke, Th e e e, R R L
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NOTE: Although you will forward answers to queries to the person placing the
query, Nancy Tyrrel Theodore, the DOR Research Coordinator, asks that you share
new and pertinent research information with her as the central control depository.
Thank you.

10) ILooking for parents and ancestors of Nathaniel Terrill "from the Jerseys"
& Wilton, CT, b. cir. 1745, m. 23 Jan 1770, Redding, Fairfield Co., CT,
Abigail Rumsey, dau. of John. Nathaniel & Abigail's children: Samuel
b. cir. 1766 m. Rachel Bennett (Bennell) 30 Jul 1797; Elias; Nathaniel;
John; David and Dunning. JAN WOOD ZIMMERMAN, 974 Peepytown Road, East
Berlin, PA 17316.

11) Has anyone turned up information on Lydia, the wife of Oliver? (Jbsiah3,
Johnz, Rogerl)? Sge was the widow of Eli lLewis of Lyme, CT before marry-
ing Oliver Terrill® 2 Dec 1760 in Waterbury, CT. She died there 25 Jan
1764 apparently as a result of childbirth complications. Lydia and Oliver's
children were Iucinda born 8 Feb 1762 (married Elisha Terrill) and Ichabod
born 20 Dec 1763 (married Rhoda Williams). CAROLE PESKIN, 500 State Road,
Princeton, NJ 08540

% % * % % % * k k %k %



opposed each other at the Battle of Hastings. This also includes all of the
Royal houses of Europe, including Germany, Francy, and Italy. Also, the Scan-
dinavian Countries (The Hanseatic League), Spain, Russia and Greece. '

This is documented in historical charts of the Plantagenet Line, where it shows
that all of these historical people are related. One of the best charts is in
a book, by Plantagenet-Harrison, titled, History of Yorkshire. It contains a
simplified six page genealogy chart going all the way back to Odin, the mytholo-
gical King of Asgardia, in 80 B.C. Of course, before the 4th Century, the
reliability of the records in the northern countries are more debatable than
the Roman lines that are part of documented history.

These laws of probability mean that you are a direct descendant of over 20 kings
of England going back to Egbert in the 6th Century; over 7 kings of France, go-
ing back to Henry II and then to Charlemange in the 9th Century, A.D. You are

a descendant of over 7 kings of Germany going back to Henry I (Fowler). You are
also a direct descendant of the first Cazr of Russia, Vladimir of Great; for Amn,
his granddaughter, married King Henry I of France.

It also means that you descend from the Roman line back to Constantine, who first
proclaimed Christianity in the Empire. (In hoc signo vinces) One could fill pages
of important persons that influenced history from most every country in Europe
including the prefects of the Roman Empire to the leaders of the early Greek Civi-
lization.

The most revealing part of the laws of probability is that everyone who has some
ancestry from Europe could prove, if proof were possible, relationships back to
kings and princes.

It is a fascinating story, our linage; not only back to Rogerl, but to the whole
Western (Occidental) Civilization. We are "cousins" indeed!

Information taken from an article in the
. "Society of Mayflower Descendants" Quarterly

Journal and submitted by DOR member Lyman
F. Barry.

HOWER R R N SRR

Not to know what has been transacted in former times is to be always a child. If
no use is made of the labors of past ages, the world must remain always in the in-
fancy of knowledge.

CICERO 106-43 B.C.
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F OUL  DEEDS

Taken from an article entitled "Current Events - 1862" in The New England Historical
and Genealogical Register, Vol. 16, p. 385: "Geo. C. Hersey is executed at Dedham,
Mass., for the murder of Miss Betsey Frances Tirrell, May 3d, 1860.,"
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The above logo is made with a stamp that has been specially produced for DOR
by Posh Impressions of California. If you would like to have a stamp of your
own, the cost is $6.00, plus $2.00 for shipping and will take 6-8 weeks to
receive. You can also order from Posh Impressions a brush marker, in lieu

of a stamp pad, which is water base, non-toxic and long-lasting and comes in
a variety of colors. A few of the colors are MM33 Teal Blue (which I prefer),
MM28 English Red, MM55 Iris Purple and MM25 Dark Green. The cost for each
marker is $1.50. For full information on their stamps and markers, request

a catalogue. The charge for the catalogue is $3.00, but you will receive a
coupon for this amount to apply against your first order. To order the stamp,
request the CORRESPONDING: SOCIETY LOGO stamp and send your order and check to:

. POSH PRESENTS
- 30100 Town Center Drive
Suite V
ILaguna Niguel, CA 92677-2048
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HOW MANY ANCESTORS?

There is a reason why research into your roots seems, and is, a never-—-ending pro-
cess. In the progression of ancestors beginning with 2 parents, 4 grandparents,

8 great-grandparents, we find by the 14th generation we already have 8,192 direct
ancestors. If that progression continues, there are 1,048,476 direct ancestors

by the 22nd generation (the time of Henry IV's reign of England) 8,387,808 by the
25th generation, (the time of Edward V's reign in 1280) and 1,040,901,524 (yes,
over one billion) direct ancestors by the time of William the Conqueror in the 1lth
Century.

Of course, you don't have a billion different- ancestors, for there will be many
that you descend from many times over, sometimes as often as 500 or more times.
An example would be the small villages during the early and middle ages in Europe
and England where the same gene pool was re-enforced with the villages literally
having 2nd to 20th cousin marriages going on and on for generations; all related
to the early progenitors of the village going back hundreds of years.

In the 25th generation, your more than eight million ancestors are equal to the
population of Europe. Far before the 25th generation (13th Century) with the
more than one billion ancestors, the law of probability is in effect, for that
large number of ancestors is over ten times the population of Europe. It becomes
probable, then that you become a direct descendant of most of the people you read
about in European history.

The most revealing consequence of this startling information is that the old his-
tories and literature become alive, for it is your own flesh and blood you are
reading about! One can better understand the term, "our brother's keeper," for
we are literally cousins to all of Western Man.

Thus we all descend from the middle age and ancient kings of Europe before 1000
A.D. To be conservative in the laws of probability, everyone during and before
William the Conqueror is your blood relative; even King Harold and William, who



MILFORD MEMORIAL BRIDGE  (C0ONIERUEBILNT I OGNS

There have been some changes in the plans for the addition of the names to the Memorial
Bridge. 1In April Richard Platt wrote us in part as follows:

"First of all, let me thank you for the support, both in enthusiasm and money,
that you and your members have given our project. But there is a problem, which
may or may not be of significance. As I previously told you, our plans for the
Memorial Bridge included adding to the stones of the Bridge the names of the 18
original settlers left off in 1889 when it was built....As we got down to the act-
ual funding for the project we began to run into some trouble. We had intended

to pay for the work from revenues from the 350th celebration, and not ask the

City of Milford for any money, At first, I thought that there was some problem
with the total cost of the project,but in a meeting earlier this week with the
Major and the Chairman of the Board of Aldermen, I learned that the problem was

a strong feeling expressed by each of them that we should not do anything to alter
the Bridge as it now is, except, of course, to clean and repair it as we had plan-
ned. This was new to us on our committee, but we had to agree that this could be
a legitimate concern to many people. The Mayor and Chairman suggested that we
return to one of our original options, which was to put all the names on a bronze
plaque and put it 6n a large granite monolith next to the Bridge, and the City
would pay for the monolith. I have polled our committee, and they have all agreed
to the change.

"I felt that I should then write to you right away to tell you of this change. You
and your members sent us money in the belief that the name of Thomas Ufford and
the others would be chiseled in stone on the Bridge. I have not yet turned your
checks over to the treasurer, and I will continue to hold them for a couple of
weeks on the chance that some of you may not approve of the change..... .

I wrote to Richard on behalf of DOR expressing first of all our disappointment at the
change, but also our understanding for the concern over the intregrity of the original
Bridge both traditionally and esthetically. I assured him that the membership still
wanted to participate in whatever memorial was erected and also in the expense of the
cleaning and repair of Roger'sl stone. We received the following explanantion:
"I, too, am somewhat disappointed at not adding the names directly to the Bridge,
but we felt that what we arrived at was the best compromise. The ideal solution
would have been to add new blocks of granite along the walkway leading away from
the Bridge. But a price of over $1100 per block, exclusive of lettering, caused
us to reject this course of action.

"The cost of the plaque will be $1875.50, with crating and shipping additional.
It is a 30" by 40" and will be mounted on a granite monolith 7' high by 3' 6"
wide and 1' 8" deep, more or less. I still have the $78 [now $88] that you and
your members have sent, but will turn it over to the treasurer shortly....Looking
forward to seeing you in July."

This Bridge project certainly still has our full support and enthusiasm. The restor-
ation and addition of settlers names to the Memorial Bridge was a mutual brainstorm
of Richard and Jane Platt who are both related to many of Milford's original settlers.
Both Richard and Jane have been involved in the Milford Historical Society for years.
Richard was president of the historical society in 1977. He also served as chairman
of the American Revolutionary Bicentennial Commission in 1976. Richard and Jane are
the co-chairmen of the committee for Founding Families Day on July 8 and belong to
ROOTS, which stands for "Remember Our Original Town Settlers." Those of us attending
the festivities in July also look forward to meeting Richard and Jane and expressing
our thanks for their hard work toward bringing this day about.



NEW MEMBERS
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Descendants of John2

Ellen L. Roth
10791 W. River Road

Columbia Station, OH 44028

Carole Ann Peskin
500 State Road
Princeton, NJ 08540

Descendants of Abigail?

Jean H. Robinson
3047 Montery Street
San Mateo, CA 94403°

Roy A. Dye
1522 Stonington Drive
Hudson, OH 44236

Descendants of 'Ihczsmas2

Dency Terrill
1521 Pine Valley #29
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Dudley A. Terrill
31 Wood Hill Road
Bow, NH 03304

Nancy V. Komada (& I-Iannahz)

4129 North Odell Avenue
Norridge, IL 60634

Eugene F. Throop (Probable)

RD 1
Saegertown, PA 16433

Barbara Waskowich
17 Thompson Street
Newton, NJ 07860

Paul M. Terrill

1719 N. Washington Street

Danville, IN 46122

4

Descendants of Danie12

David O. Reed
6135 Birchwood Hills Road
Brainerd, MN 56401

Roger Porter Terrill
22 Greenwood Drive
Nashua, NH 03062

Mary L. Durant
36 SE 72nd
Portland, Oregon 97215

Fran Johnson
4 Birch Hill Court
Kent, CT 06757

Still tracing members
and Friends of DOR

Jan Wood Zimmerman
974 Peepytown Road
East Berlin, PA 17316

Virginia Gloyd Burgh
21000 NW Gilkison Road
PO Box 1033

Scappoose, OR 97056

Celia S. Gilner
4867 Northland Drive
Atlanta, GA 30342

" ADDRESS CORRECTION

Donna L. Northuis
9619 '108th Avenue North
Seminole, FL. 34643

Descendant of Daniel?

Sally S. Sanders
PO Box 502
Ridgefield, CT 06877

'8 May to 25 Novenber address:

131 E. Williams
ovid, MI 48866



